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The 2009 Annual Foster Family Christmas party was held on December 5 th  
at the Croatian Cultural Center. It was a fantastic fun filled day. We had a 
record number of 420 foster families including, children, Hollyburn Staff,  
and volunteers There was a delicious buffet breakfast, craft tables, music      
performed by Yvonne McSkimming and Mark James Fortin and of course a 
special visit from the jolly man himself who had gifts for all the children. 
There were many happy smiling faces for their photos with Santa. A huge 
Thank you goes out to all the volunteers, foster families, Synergy        
Foundation, VACFSS and MCFD for their contributions to making it a      
extra special day.  
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VACFSS and MCFD 2009  

Appreciation Dinners in pictures  

Every year, VACFSS takes a night to say thank you to our most valuable resource: foster parents. As was the case this year, 
VACFSS staff, friends and foster parents came together at the Italian Cultural Centre on October 15th, to celebrate the big and 
daily achievements of our caregivers. Not enough can be said about the importance foster parents play in protecting and develop-

ing our children in care. 

The foster parents receiving recognition awards this year were, 5 years: Cary Lee Bob, Ramona Constand & Jason LeBlanc, Aida 
Maria Domingues, Paul Joseph Gauthier, Katherine Moradian, Krista Murray, Shirley & Juancho Ocampo, Diane Sjodin, Clare 
Ritchotte, 10 year; Lynn Amaral, Celia Babyacuzuk, Tracy Conn & Carole Cordle, Margaret Jean Crysler, Angelita De La Rosa & 
Teofilo Ceradlde, Ana Garcia, Ethel Jenkins & Alexander Joncas, Geraldine Kron, Elsa & Edgar Orellana 15 years; Diana D Roy 

20 years; Barbra Barnes 25 years; Penny Lipscombe 30 years; Janet Burnell. 

In addition, in the past year, we had 21 new foster families join the VACFSS family year, we had 21 new foster families join the 

VACFSS family. We are forever grateful to all our foster parents, whether they have been with us for a day or three decades. 

Your generosity is our heartbeat.  Thank you 
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North Vancouver  
Under 12 Foster Parent Morning Tea Group  
Once a month on Wednesday mornings. A social  

opportunity to meet other foster parents on the north shore. 
Please contact Leanne Schneider at  
778 -322 -4387 for more information.  
Richmond  
Coastal Foster Parent Community Kitchen  

Once a month  9:30am ð 12:30pm.  Join other care givers in the 
Kitchen! No cost! Please contact Mary Miller on 604 -618 -4093 
for further information.  
Richmond Foster Parent Group  

Third Wednesday of every month, 10am -11:30am For Foster 
parentõs to get involved in meetings and activities for children. 
Contact: Lee Walters Foster Parent  

604 -207 -8911 or email riverside.b@shaw.ca  
Community Garden  
When: Every Thursday morning. Join the other caregivers in 
the garden. Learn about, or Share knowledge in the Garden 

Contact Mary Miller 604 -618 -4093  
Vancouver  
Memory Keeper  
Every Monday morning. A great opportunity to put together a 

memory book, to be creative and share ideas. Please contact 
Leanne Schneider on 778 -322 -4387  
The Vancouver Foster Care Club under 12 caregivers  
Providing support to develop strong well informed foster par-

entõs. Third Tuesday of every month from  
10am -12 Noon  for information call MaryLou Bancud at      
604ð 273 -5027  
The Gran's Group  

For all Grandparentõs raising their grandchildren. Once a 
month from 12:30 to 2pm.  
Contact Myrt 604 ð439 -1971  
Safe Babies  

A support group for foster parentõs caring for babies. Last 
Thursday of Every month Contact Charlotte Nelson  
604 -660 -5676  
FASD Support and Education Group  

The Childrenõs Foundation, Vancouver. 
When: Every other Thursday evening 6:30pm -8:30pm This is a 
opportunity for foster parents of children with FASD to connect 
and share information. Dinner is provided and child care is 

available. Please contact: Shannon Maga 604 325 2004 ext:215  

SUPPORT GROUPS  

fosterhub.ca   
The Foster Hub is a new website that provides a space for information to be 

shared that is relevant to your fostering world.  It is specific to your region 

and it is full of current and up to date information. We invite you to check 

out the foster hub if you have not visited the site already . 

WELCOME NEW  
FOSTER PARENTS!!  

 

The Welcome Wagon is a support service provided to 

new foster parents and caregivers. It provides an op-

portunity for a support worker to visit you in your 

home and share information about the fostering com-

munity with you.  
A support worker will bring a basket full of relevant 

literature on programs and opportunities in your 

community (as well as a few treats!). It is an excellent 

way to gain an understanding of the larger fostering 

community within the Vancouver Coastal Region and 

how you can become more involved.  

 

We will outline all of the services available to you and 

your family, including support, networking groups 

and more. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet a 

support worker face to face and begin to develop this 

important  

relationship.  

 
If you are a new caregiver and would like the Welcome 

Wagon to visit your home, please contact us by call-

ing 1-877 -926 -1185 or email bfoyle@hollyburn.ca 

Looking for Relief or Respite?  

 

If you are a foster parent 

or caregiver looking for 
relief/respite we           

encourage you to contact  

Holly burn Family       

Services via e -mail  

bfoyle@ca or call             

1-877 -926 -1185 or call 
Jodie Green at Slack  

Master  Relief Services  

778 -241 -5988 or via 

email:  
slackmasterrlief@yahoo.ca  

http://www.fosterhub.ca/contact-us/
http://www.fosterhub.ca/contact-us/
http://www.fosterhub.ca/contact-us/
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Location:  Still Creek Housing Co -op    

  2735 Co -operative Way  

Series 1  

S1-1 Overview of the B.C Foster Care Education Program Feb 2nd 6 -9pm  

S1-2 Communication & Self Awareness Feb 3rd 6 -9pm  

S1-3 The Effects Of Care giving Feb 9th 6 -9pm  

S1-4 The Childs Family Feb 10th 6 -9pm  

S1-5 Observe, Record & Report Feb 16th 6 -9pm  

S1-6 Child & Youth Development Feb 17th 6 -9pm  

S1-7 Attachment, Separation & Loss Feb 23rd 6 -9pm  

S1-8 When Children Experience Abuse & Neglect Feb 24th 6 -9pm  

S1-9 Guiding Behaviours Mar 2nd 6 -9pm  

Series 2  

S2-1 Cultural Awareness Mar 3rd 6 -9pm  

S2-2 Aboriginal Children in Care Mar 9th 6 -9pm  

S2-3 Substance Misuse Mar 10th 6 -9pm  

S2-4 FAE/FAS/NAE Mar 16th 6 -9pm  

S2-5 Suicide Awareness Mar 17th 6 -10pm  

53 Hour Education For Vancouver  

 Coastal MCFD Foster Parents  

Jan 28th  

The Safe Babies/ Fostering Early development group 
will be meeting on Thursday from 7 -9 pm at VACFS, 

3284 East. Broadway.  

Open to All MCFD/ VACFSS caregivers of children 
under the age of 6 are welcome. Our speaker is Dr. 
Patrice Dunn, Child Psychiatrist, will be speaking 
about Childhood behaviour, attachment, 
impact of transitions, trauma and neglect. 
Caregivers are encouraged to bring their 

questions!!  

February  

Safe Babies group is cancelled because of 

Olympics.  

 March 25th   

Safe Babies support group topic: ôCare for 
the Caregiverõ. VACFSS, 3284 East Broad-

TO REGISTER  

        CALLƃ 

BERNIE FOYLE ON  

1877 ð 926 -1185  

Vancouver Evenings  

February/March 2010  

SAFE BABIES GROUP  

way with the second half of the meeting  ôbelly dancing 

for beginnersõ, taught by foster parent Desi Louvris!!  

April 29th -  

To be confirmed.  

May   

CPR training (dates to be confirmed)  

June 24th   

Vancouver Coastal Health nutritionist, Bar-

bara Crocker speaking on nutrition in infants, 

toddlers and preschoolers  

(VACFSS, 3284 East Broadway  

For Further Information  

Please call:  

Charlotte Nelson 604 ð 660 5676  
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Book our downtown respite apartment.  

Only $30 per night!!  

Be a tourist in your own 

town!  

Ú Shop and dine on Robson and  

    Burrard Street  

Ú Ice Skate at Robson Square!!  

Ú Bike around the Stanley Park sea 

wall  

Ú Visit Vancouver Art Gallery 

(cheap entry Tuesdays!)  

Ú Have coffee in historic Gas Town  

Hollyburn Family Services is pleased to 

offer a fully equipped, one bedroom, 

downtown respite apartment to foster 

parents. The apartment is situated in 

Vancouverõs West End and available 

during the week and weekends.The 

apartment  includes : Queen bed, TV, 

DVD player, all bedding and cooking  

facilities.  

For bookings please call:  

1-877 -926 -1185  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THAT 
THE APPARTMENT IS CLOSED  

FROM THE  12th ð 28th FEB.  

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS NEW DOWN-

TOWN RESPITE APARTMENT  

New 
Appliances!!  

Newly 
Painted!!  

Foster Support and Education, Hollyburn Family Services continues to partner with:  

Kids up Front  

Founded in Calgary in 1999, Kids up Front identified an opportunity to provide entertainment and educational oppor-
tunities to kids in need and their families through the distribution of unused tickets and special eventsé.providing a 

sense of discovery, dreams and possibilitiesé.one ticket at a time.    

Eligibility:  

�‡���7�L�F�N�H�W���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H���R�U���\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V�� 

Terms of Use:  

�‡���7�K�H�V�H���W�L�F�N�H�W�V���D�U�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���	���D�U�H���Q�R�W���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�D�E�O�H�� 

�‡���,�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�L�F�N�H�W�V�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���R�U���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���0�8�6�7���Z�U�L�W�H���D���Q�R�W�H���R�I���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V�� 

  (c/o Foster Support) and these notes of Thanks will be sent on to Kids Up Front.  

It is really important for people to be aware that Kids Up Front are the main providers of the tickets and an email is 
sent to us when tickets are available. As this is an extra job we do it is based on our time how many tickets we request 
and we donõt always get every ticket available. An email is sent out to all foster parents from us when tickets are    
available and based on the amount of tickets we receive at that time it is then decided whether it goes to a draw or not 

and this will always be noted in the email.  


